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The “Royal Vienna”, 
Napier Coffee 
Apparatus

“Recognised the 
world over, the 
James Napier 
Coffee Apparatus 
was never 
patented.” 

 


The Coffee Maker Arrives… 

By the mid 19th Century, coffee was becoming 
popular, coffee shops were sprouting up all over 
Europe but the traditional method of brew was 
decoction, which inherently draws out bitter oils 
from the coffee.


In the 1930's the company Loeff of Berlin lodged 
a patent for a siphon, or vacuum, coffee brewer 
but commercial success did not come until Mme. 
Vassieux of Lyon, France designed, and 
patented, a vacuum brewer consisting of two 
balloon shaped glasses in 1840.


While Mme. Vassiex was developing her design, 
a Glasgow Engineer, James Napier, came up with 
a design for the 'Napier Coffee Apparatus', which 
was built in Glasgow and sold around the world.


Napier never patented his design but it is 
recognised the world over, often referred to as a 
'Royal Vienna', and some say it still makes the 
best possible coffee. The use of natural laws of 
physics where pressure, volume and temperature 
remain constant and the careful application of 
balance, distance, time and gravity combine to 
create an engineering masterpiece that, arguably, 
produces the perfect coffee. 


Napier’s coffee apparatus was more recently 
popularised by the Hollywood movie 'The Bucket 
List' where actor Jack Nicholson's character, 
Edward, has his Kopi Luwak brewed in a Napier 
Syphon. Today you can still obtain a hand crafted 
Napier syphon from Royal Paris, but make sure 
your pockets are deep, a Royal bespoke 
commissioning ranges from $15,500 to $24,000 
depending on your material choice of Copper, 
Silver or Gold and the base material Malachite; 
Azurite; Black Obsidian; or Wood.
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