
ROAST-DEN LTD, www.roast-den.com CT_HC04

COFFEE TODAY 
THE HISTORY OF COFFEE - 18th CENTURY AD 

Copyright © 2014-2022 by Roast-Den Ltd. Page �  of �1 2 Producers of The Worlds Finest Coffees

Gabriel des Cliex… the 
father of modern 
coffee

“Gabriel de Cliex - 
both a Sea Captain 
and a Botanist” 

 


Gabriel des Cliex… 

In the 18th Century King Philip V of Spain and 
King Louis XIV of France signed the 1713 Treaty 
of Utrecht to end the Spanish war of Succession.


Prince William IV of Orange-Nassau was 
Hereditary Stadholder but his father had been 
drowned shortly before his birth, in 2011, and 
Dutch Nobility was vacant (William IV would not 
become Stadholder of the United Provinces until 
1747). It was therefore primarily the British, under 
Queen Anne and her Government, who organised 
the Treaty, in an effort to end the war of the 
Spanish Succession and create peace in Europe.


The hosts of the treaty (the Dutch) wished to find 
a suitable 'gift' for each of the visiting leaders 
and finally decided that an offering of a 'coffee 
plant' from the Dutch to the French was 
appropriate for King Louis XIV of France (coffee 
had been available in France since the mid 
1600's but not as plants and Louis XIV was 
known to be a keen botanist). 


The King donated the plants to the “Jardin de 
Plantes” with instructions that it should be 
cultivated widely across France to generate 
much needed income for his vast army.
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The French concluded that the 'Arabian Wine' 
would not grow in France but suggested they try 
in the islands of the Antilles (Guadeloupe). 


Louis XIV was not convinced that the plants would 
survive the journey but one of the botanists 
suggested he appoint Captain Gabriel des Clieux 
for the mission - as he was both a Sea Captain 
and a respected Botanist. 


The French King duly called for Capt. des Clieux 
and cautioned him that he must protect the plants 
with his life and deliver them safely in the Antilles 
as it was critical that the government generate 
much needed additional French revenues.


As it turned out, it appeared des Clieux was a 
better botanist than a seaman, the ship managed 

to get lost during their voyage and soon all on-
board had to ration food and water, fearing for 
their very survival. 


Des Cliex was true to his King and protected the 
coffee plants over all else. The Captain is reported 
to have first watered the plants before sharing out 
the remaining water rations, an act that almost 
doomed the mission when the crew found that 
they were suffering a slow death due to the coffee 
plants receiving their water rations. A mutiny was 
planned but, just as they were about to exercise 
control over the vessel, the island of Guadeloupe 
was sighted, all were saved and the coffee plants 
went on to thrive in the Caribbean climate and 
fertile soils.

18th Century Map of Guadeloupe and Marie-Galante
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